
7th Grade Social Studies Interim 1 

Did trade or technology have a bigger impact on Sub-Saharan Africa? 

 

Directions: Read the background essay below on early Sub-Saharan Africa. Then, analyze the document 

sets to gain a better understanding of the impact that trade and technology had on Sub-Saharan Africa. 

In a short argumentative response, answer the prompt: Did trade or technology have a bigger impact on 

Sub-Saharan Africa? Use evidence from the documents to answer the question. There is no length 

requirement for your response as long as you follow the guidelines of the rubric.  

 

 

 

Background:  

In early African societies, trade began a common practice in order to gather more materials and 

resources. In addition to using technology like camels to commute, the resources available to each 

region provided valuable monetary power, leading some civilizations to develop more quickly and obtain 

more power than others. If not for monetary purposes, it aided in the development of the society. Apart 

from trade, other groups in early Sub-Saharan Africa relied more heavily on the development of 

technology and creation of more modernized tools. Scholars argue whether trade or technology had a 

greater impact on the development of Sub-Saharan Africa. Read through the documents provided to 

determine for yourself.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prompt: Did trade or technology have a bigger impact on Sub-Saharan Africa? Respond to the question 

in an argumentative writing style. Reminder: there is no length requirement—use the rubric as your 

guide. 



Document Set A – Technology 

 

Document #1 - Camels  

Source: http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammals/dromedary-camel/ 

Dromedaries, also called Arabian camels, have a hump that stores up to 80 pounds (36 kilograms) of fat, 

which the animals can break down into water and energy when they cannot locate food or water. 

Thanks to these humps, camels can travel up to one hundred miles without water. In addition, even 

though temperatures in the desert can reach 120°F, camels rarely sweat which means they can retain 

water for long periods of time. Since they may not find water regularly, when camels get the chance to 

drink they drink as much as they can, which can be up to thirty gallons in just thirteen minutes. Several 

other characteristics make camels perfect for desert travel. To keep the sand out, they close their 

nostrils and they have bushy eyebrows and two long rows of eyelashes to keep grains of sand out of 

their eyes. To eat tough and prickly desert plants, they have large tough lips, and their hooves have thick 

pads on them to keep them stable on rocky soil and shifting desert sands.  

 

Document #2- Ironworking in Sub-Saharan Africa 

 

1 Source: National Geographic, World History: Great Civilizations 

 

 

 

http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammals/dromedary-camel/


Document #3- The Age of Iron in West Africa  

Source: Ross, Emma George. “The Age of Iron in West Africa.” In Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History. New York: The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2000–. http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/iron/hd_iron.htm (October 2002) 
 

Iron smelting and forging technologies has existed in West Africa among the 
Nok culture of Nigeria as early as the sixth century B.C.E. From 1400 to 1600, 
iron technology was a  fundamental asset that helped the growth of kingdoms in 
West Africa. The production of iron tools and weapons allowed for more 
sophisticated agricultural techniques, efficient hunting, and successful warfare 
needed to sustain large cities. 

In Nigeria, iron was essential to the rise of several kingdoms.  
The highly specialized skills of ironworkers were so prized that such artisans 
were often traveling and moving where they were needed, or even traveled 
with armies into battle. This travel  expanded the social contact that occurred 
between African  kingdoms and therefore supported the rapid exchange of 
knowledge and spiritual beliefs across Africa. 

Blacksmiths in West Africa are responsible for the production of agricultural 
tools and weapons but also for important regalia and protective charms. The 
Bamana staff, or ceremonial spear, is a good example of the type of object 
produced by blacksmiths as early as the fourteenth century. Among the Mande 
people, similar staffs are presented to young men at the conclusion of their 
initiations and as part of coming of age rituals. As spears were the primary 
weapons used for both war and hunting before the introduction of guns, they continue to be 
considered an important symbol of manhood and often receive offerings of millet, water, or 
beer poured over them. This led to the heavy rusting found on them.  
 

Document #4- Art and Terracotta  

The Nok culture produced sculptures of human heads and figures of humans 
and animals in terracotta, the earliest such sculpture produced in sub-
Saharan Africa. A number of figures carry weapons, but most seem to 
represent participants in rituals.  

Nok pottery vessels included shallow bowls with flat bottoms which were 
decorated on the inside with deeply scored lines, although the scoring may 
have been to permit the bowl to function as a grater. Chemical analysis of 
the clay from all Nok pottery shows that it came from the same source (as 
yet unknown) and so suggests that the industry may have been centralised 
and under royal control.  

 2Source: https://www.ancient.eu/Nok_Culture/ 



Document Set B – Trade 

 

Document #5 - “The Kingdom of Ghana” 

Source: National Geographic, World History: Great Civilizations 

 

A Kingdom of Gold: By 500 C.E., Ghana had become the first great trading state in West Africa. Traders 

arrived there bringing salt and other commodities. The capital of Ghana stood halfway between Africa’s 

main sources of salt (mostly in the Sahara), and West Africa’s gold mines, which Ghana controlled. This 

control, and a favorable location, made Ghana an ideal location for middlemen traders in the trans-

Saharan trade. Ghana gained in their wealth and power as a result.  

The Coming of Islam: During the 700s, Arab traders brought Islam and Islamic laws to West Africa. 

Traders and others learned to speak and write in Arabic. Until that point, people in West Africa did not 

have a written language.  

 

 

Document #6- Trading within Sub-Saharan Africa

 

3 Source: National Geographic, World History: Great Civilizations 

 

 



Document #7 – The Impact of Trade on Aksum  

 

 

4 Source: National Geographic, World History: Great Civilizations 

 

Document #8 – Trading and the Spread of the Swahili Language 

 

5 Source: National Geographic, World History: Great Civilizations 



Argumentative Writing Rubric for SS Interims: 

Note: There is no length requirement for these responses. If succinctly written, the response can be 

effectively written in 1 paragraph (most typically, student responses are around 2-3 paragraphs).  

Anchor Standards Being Assessed: 

• SP.3: Gathering, using, and interpreting evidence 

• SP.4: Causation and argumentation 

 4 3 2 1 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(6.SP3.6, 6.SP4.2; 
7.SP3.6, 7.SP4.3; 
8.SP3.6, 8.SP4.3) 

Essay is well 
organized and 
focused. It 
includes a claim, 
evidence and 
elaboration for 
the body, and a 
closure. It has a 
logical flow that is 
easy to 
understand. 
(length does not 
matter if components 
are present and 
organized) 

Essay organization 
is adequate, and 
has a claim with 
evidence and 
explanation 
present. Tone or 
progression of 
ideas may be 
lacking.  

The essay is 
poorly organized, 
the claim is not 
clear, or there are 
inconsistent ideas 
that make it 
difficult for the 
reader to follow 
along.  

There is no claim, 
the claim is not 
related to the 
prompt, or there 
is no 
organizational 
structure present.  
 
 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 
(Evidence) 

(6.SP3.3; 7.SP3.2, 
8.SP3.5) 

 

Response has 
purposeful and 
relevant evidence 
that supports the 
claim. The 
evidence selected 
is very effective at 
arguing the claim. 

Response has 
sufficient relevant 
evidence that 
supports the 
claim, and is well 
chosen.  

Evidence is 
present, but not 
entirely aligned or 
the best choice of 
possible evidence, 
or there is a 
limited amount of 
evidence present 
(only 1 piece). 
 

Evidence is not 
relevant to the 
prompt/claim.  

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(Elaboration) 
(6.SP3.7; 7.SP3.7; 

8.SP3.7) 
 

There is thorough 
explanation that 
makes it clear 
how the evidence 
supports the 
claim. Deeper 
thinking and 
analysis is evident 
in the 
explanation. 

There is 
explanation to 
support each 
piece of evidence 
and how it 
supports the 
claim. 

Evidence is 
partially explained 
or is lacking detail 
to make it clear 
how the evidence 
supports the 
claim. 

Explanation is 
significantly 
lacking, or does 
not explain how 
the evidence 
supports the 
claim. 

Total:     

 

 


